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purpose was not wholly unwarranted. The Porte, according to Guizot, became Russia's "official client" and the Black Sea a "Russian lake/' and Palmerston believed that Russia would "exercise a kind of protectorate over Turkey/' France and England sent to St. Petersburg a vigorous joint protest declaring that they reserved the right to act as if the Treaty of Unkiar Skelessi did not exist; a declaration which was, of course, rejected by Nesselrode. There followed a period of political tension, French and British squadrons in the Mediterranean were reinforced, and there was much loose talk of the imminence of war. But the storm blew over and Russia celebrated a great diplomatic victory. Her triumph, however, had an unfortunate aftermath. "Unkiar Skelessi is a true turning point in the attitude of English statesmen towards Russia/' writes Temperley. "It bred in Palmerston a fatal hostility to Russia and converted even Whigs to the Tory policy of bolstering up Turkey."
Russia's ascendancy in Turkey appeared all the more ominous because it took place simultaneously with a rapprochement of the three eastern Powers. In September, 1833, the emperors of Russia and Austria and the crown prince of Prussia met for ten clays at Miinchen-gratz, in Bohemia. This gathering (which, according to Nesselrode, had for its sole object an epanchement de coeur) led to the formal renewal of the Holy Alliance as a three-Power league for the preservation of the European order established by international treaties, especially those of 1815 (convention of Berlin, October 15, 1833, N.S.). The Turkish question was dealt with in an Austro-Russian convention signed at Munchengratz on September 18, N.S. The two emperors declared that "their close alliance during the recent events in Egypt has powerfully contributed to the preservation of the Ottoman empire/' and they promised "to accept this principle of unity as the basic rule of their policy in the Levant," They agreed "to maintain the existence of the Ottoman empire under its present dynasty/' and to oppose any change in the form of Turkish government In two secret articles Russia and Austria undertook (1) to prevent Mehemet AH from acquiring any direct or indirect influence in any part of European Turkey, and (2) to maintain their unity and to act in concert in case the dissolution of the Ottoman empire should become inevitable. Russia's chief object in concluding this convention, which restricted her freedom of action in the Near East, was to secure the cooperation of Austria should a new crisis arise on the Bosphoms, Al-